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1,068 acres to Become Dan River Game Land 

Piedmont Land Conservancy protects our region’s natural lands, farms and waters for                                         

present and future generations. PLC connects people with nature.  

Piedmont Land Conservancy has trans-

ferred 1,068 acres of forests and fields 

in Rockingham County to the N.C. Wild-

life Resources Commission  (WRC). The 

land will be the first publicly accessible 

wildlife property in the county and will 

be recognized as the Dan River Game 

Lands. 

 

Historically known as the Galloway 

Tract, and more recently as the Whitt 

Family Farm, the property’s fate has 

long been a concern for the local com-

munity. Potential plans for the property 

have included a state prison, a regional landfill and an economic development park. This recent ac-

quisition, plus 660 adjoining acres that were acquired in 2017, have now solidified that the property 

will be managed for wildlife habitat and public access. Funding for the acquisition was provided by 

the N.C. Clean Water Management Trust Fund. A grant of $2.6 million was made to the Conservan-

cy for this project. 

 

“In the nine counties where PLC works, there are very few 1,500-plus acre singularly owned 

parcels left,” says PLC executive director Kevin Redding. “To see this tract protected, with its 

miles of Dan River frontage and abundance of wildlife, is one of the most significant achieve-

ments in PLC’s history.” 

The property will be managed for the benefit of wildlife. Following a public hearing process, public 

hunting and fishing opportunities will be made available. For Triad hunting and fishing enthusiasts, 

the property will mark the nearest public game land opportunity.  

 

Ribbon cutting at the Dan River Game Land 
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A Note from PLC’s Director 

What an exciting time to be a part of 

Piedmont Land Conservancy!  In this 

edition of Landlines you’ll read about 

some of our recent successes, an up-

coming campaign to save one of our 

region’s natural treasures and much 

more.   

One of the coolest parts of my job is that I never know what the 

next day will hold.  Between the projects detailed herein and the 

many ongoing projects we’re not quite ready to announce public-

ly, there is no shortage of opportunities to protect the lands that 

you love.   

I have no doubt that fifty years from now residents of the Pied-

mont are going to be thankful for the farms, rivers and special 

places we are protecting today.  Perhaps what they should be 

most thankful for is you.  Your support makes all these project – 

past, present and future – possible.   

Thank you for giving us this opportunity.   

 

 Kevin Redding 

 Executive Director 
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Sadly, two of the people who have helped with many PLC success-

es over the past fifteen years are leaving us.  Lynne Dardanell 

(pictured on the left) has moved on to join the Fresh Market’s 

communications team while Jeri Donnelly (pictured on the right) 

has fully embraced retirement.  PLC wishes them both the best! 
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Peace of Land Campaign: A Campaign to Save the Historic 

Lands of Crossnore School 

The word is out! The May 14th article in the Winston-Salem Journal about Pied-

mont Land Conservancy and Crossnore School & Children’s Home’s partnership 

to place a conservation easement on the historic farmland off Reynolda Road 

marked the official launch of the Peace of Land Campaign.  As chair of the 

Peace of Land Capital Campaign and a longtime supporter of PLC, I’m proud to 

lead the Capital Campaign to raise the necessary dollars to save 92 acres of rare 

urban greenspace in Winston Salem. 

The Peace of Land Campaign is truly a win-win-win solution to the challenge of 

conserving prime undeveloped land so close to a city center.  A “win” for PLC 

who will insure that the land stays undeveloped and as pristine as it is today, 

while providing our region a model for urban conservation.  A “win” for Cross-

nore, who will be able to leverage the value of their property to secure funds to 

help children in need without selling or losing the use of their land.  And a “win” for the community who will 

be able to enjoy the property like never before through the construction of a 1.5 mile public walking trail. 

I’m honored and excited to work with an amazing group of 

community leaders who have agreed to serve as the Peace of 

Land Campaign Leadership Team.  Honorary Chairs: Malcolm 

and Patty Brown, Tom Lambeth, Borden Hanes, Noah Reyn-

olds, and John Whitaker.  Cabinet Members: Amanda and Joe 

Budd, Royce Hough, Bill and Betty Gray Davis, Cama and 

Robert Merritt, Scottie and David Neill, John and Fowler Ruf-

fin and Ben Sutton. These leaders realize the impact of our 

project and believe in protecting the future of this land.   

We look forward to keeping you updated as the campaign 

progresses and appreciate your continued support of all PLC’s 

projects.  If you would like more information about the Peace of Land Campaign and to sign up for email up-

dates, visit the PLC website at: www.PiedmontLand.org/crossnore 

 

 

 

Michael Hough 

Chair, Peace of Land Campaign 

Michael Hough  

The Crossnore School and                           

Children’s Home in Winston-Salem 
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Angie grew up in a small house on 100 natural, undeveloped acres 

protected by a conservation easement in Michigan. That land was a 

friend, teacher, confidant and home until she moved to North Caro-

lina in 1997. Providing an endless source of memories, growing up 

on a large tract of land confirmed her value of natural spaces and 

the need to protect those resources.  

Currently living with her husband and son on a mini-farm in Stokes 

County, their farm is full of rescued animals of all sorts. She still 

loves wild, natural spaces and hikes often with her son and dogs or 

rides her horses through the wooded trails near Belews Lake. She 

recently took up kayaking as a new way to explore all the natural 

beauty the Piedmont has to offer. “It is an honor to be able to work 

with an organization that shares my values and to work on a project that will protect land that is 

so much like the property I grew up on in Michigan. It feels like I have come full circle,” Angie 

says of her role as Capital Campaign Coordinator for the Peace of Land Campaign that will pro-

tect 92 acres of undeveloped farmland at the Crossnore Campus in Winston-Salem over the 

next two years. Learn more about this project on page 5! 

Welcome, Angie! 

Meet Angie, PLC’s New Capital Campaign Coordinator 

Meet Leah, PLC’s New Office Manager and Accountant 

Leah developed her love of nature playing in the woods behind 

her house and helping out her grandparents at their dairy farm 

and vegetable garden in a small town in the Sandhills of North 

Carolina.   

She attended NC State University as an undergraduate and later 

received her MBA from Duke University, while working at Sara Lee 

in Winston-Salem. As a long-time supporter of PLC, she was de-

lighted to join the team in 2018 to contribute directly to the or-

ganization’s important land conservation work.  Today, she still en-

joys walks in the woods behind her house and finding good sunny 

spots to grow vegetables.  

Welcome, Leah! 
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Meet Katie, PLC’s Summer Intern 

Katie grew up in a small farm town in North Carolina and developed a 

passion for the outdoors at a young age. Katie attended Union County 

Early College and graduated with her Associate’s Degree at the ripe age 

of 18. She is now 20 years old and graduating this December from   

Guilford College, double majoring in Economics and Environmental 

Studies. Katie has worked for the Conservation Trust for North Carolina 

(CTNC) and for AmeriCorps doing conservation work all over North   

Carolina. She has helped to create and maintain trails from the      

mountains to the sea, including areas such as the Linville Gorge and 

Falls, Falls Lake, Jordan Lake, and the Tarboro river in Edgecombe   

County.  

Last summer, while living outside doing conservation work on the Blue 

Ridge Parkway, she had to undergo an emergency surgery for    appen-

dicitis. She immediately came back to work a week later and finished out 

her service for AmeriCorps and CTNC. She is truly dedicated to work in 

the conservation field! This summer Katie is interning with Piedmont 

Land Conservancy, and she plans to continue volunteering with us after the summer ends. After graduation 

she hopes to get a full-time job doing what she loves: preserving natural land, and keeping it beautiful for 

not only the ecosystem and its wildlife to continue to flourish but for future generations to learn from and 

enjoy.  

Welcome, Katie! 

David Craft is PLC’s newest board member.  A long time advocate and supporter 

of PLC, David also spends his time volunteering with Piedmont Legacy Trails, 

Uwharrie Trailblazers, and other environmental organizations. David enjoys hik-

ing and spending his time outside and has a genuine passion for the outdoors. 

David lives in Greensboro with his wife Janet and has two children, Emily and 

Brantley.   

 

Welcome, David! 

  

PLC also wants to thank Marc Moxley, outgoing board member, for the time 

and dedication he has given to PLC. Marc has been an important part of 

PLC’s board since the moment he arrived. 

 

Thank you for all you have done for PLC, Marc!  

David Craft Joins the PLC Board of Directors 
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Natural Area Park Coming to Alamance County 

 In April, PLC com-

pleted a conservation 

easement on the 367

-acre Presnell Tract in 

Alamance County. 

This project was a 

joint effort between 

PLC, The Conserva-

tion Fund and Ala-

mance County.  This 

property will adjoin 

the 100-acre Obser-

vatory Woods pro-

tected by PLC in 

2016, and together 

these tracts will be 

owned by the county and eventually be  operated 

as a passive, recreational park.  

Located on Cane Creek Mountain, the tract in-

cludes the highest peak in Alamance county, com-

ing in at just under 1,000 feet. The area is identi-

fied as a natural heritage site, which means that 

the land is important to the conservation of the 

natural biodiversity of North Carolina, according 

to biological surveys of the area.  In the next few 

years the land will become a part of the Cane 

Creek Natural Area. A tributary to the Haw River 

originates on the property. The land has 150 acres 

of newly created longleaf pine  habitat in the low 

lying area and near the peak three acres of blight 

resistant    American chestnut have been planted. 

The park will eventually provide hiking, primitive 

camping and river access.  
Whitney Keller finds a box turtle shell during a recent 

hike on the mountain  
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Recently PLC pur-

chased 213.5 acres in 

Henry   County, Virgin-

ia thanks to funding 

from Duke Energy. This 

land will soon be trans-

ferred to Virginia’s 

Mayo River State Park. 

The conservation   val-

ue of this project is to 

not only to protect 

from downstream pol-

lutants but to also join 

North Carolina’s Mayo 

River State Park with 

Virginia’s Mayo River 

State Park, allowing for 

contiguous access for the public. The 

state of Virginia’s park currently is in 

the formative stage. Virginia started 

the efforts in 2009, and currently the 

Commonwealth of Virginia is in the 

process of review prior to accepting 

PLC’s donation of the property.  

 

This property will include abundant riv-

er access thanks to the approximately 

1,400 feet of river frontage. The final 

outcome will be more opportunities 

for people to get out and enjoy the 

Mayo River and all it has to offer.  

Two Parks, Two States, One River 
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LandJam Alumni Mipso at the Blue Ridge Music Center 

We love it when our friends get    

together! Mipso (LandJam class of 

2014) will be performing at the Blue 

Ridge Music Center (right next door 

to PLC-protected Fisher Peak) on   

Saturday, September 8th at 7 pm. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 day of show. 

The Blue Ridge Music Center is located at 700 Foothills Road, Galax, VA 24333 / 

Milepost 213 BR Parkway. 

Influenced by the contradiction of its progressive home and the surrounding rural 

southern landscapes, Mipso was recently recognized by Rolling Stone as an “ Artist 

You Need to Know.” The band brings a distinctly unique sound – full of wistful 

beauty, hopeful undercurrents, and panoramic soundscapes.  Venturing ever-further 

from its string-band pedigree to discover a broader Americana where classic folk-

rock and modern alt-country sounds mingle easily with Appalachian tradition, Mip-

so’s music is lush and forward moving, with lyrics that sear and salve in turn. Learn 

more and get tickets at www.blueridgemusiccenter.org/9-8.htm  
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Piedmont Legacy Trails: Exploring the Importance of Trails 

  

About the PLT 
 

Piedmont Legacy Trails (PLT) was established by Piedmont 

Land Conservancy and the Piedmont Triad Regional Council 

(PTRC) to help brand the Piedmont Triad as a trails destina-

tion. The PTRC supports greenways, trails and blueways (river 

trails) throughout twelve Piedmont Triad counties.  

 

PLT is an effort to promote trails and connectivity across the 

Piedmont in order to create a regional trail network. This is 

so important because trails are not only beneficial to people, 

but they can also be beneficial to the local economies, as 

well as the environment. It’s pretty simple—when people get 

outside and experience nature they are healthier, happier, and more likely to protect 

the places they love.  

 About the 3rd annual Piedmont Trails Summit 
 

On April 13th, PLC and PTRC hosted the 3rd annual Piedmont Trails Summit at Rock-

ingham County Community College. Close to 100 outdoor advocates, including gov-

ernment partners, trail experts, trail advocates, and in-

terested citizens attended.  Topics at the 2018    sum-

mit included planning for trail projects, landowner out-

reach, water trails, trail funding, a “lightning round” 

highlighting local trail projects and much more. 

  

During the Piedmont Trails Summit, the Piedmont Leg-

acy Trails logo was officially released (pictured above, 

on the right).  If you missed the 2018 summit, don’t 

worry. There will be another one in April of 2019,  so 

be on the lookout for more information! 
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Each year, some of our favorite local retailers partner with us for Land Trust 

Day. These generous, conservation-focused businesses donate a percentage of 

sales from a Saturday each June. Their support allows us to protect more im-

portant places and gives us the chance to talk with their customers and spread 

the word about our mission. 

 

A big thank you to everyone who made Land Trust Day 2018 a success!   

 

 

 

 

Land Trust Day 2018: Thanks to Our Partners 
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North Carolina’s land trusts preserve land and water quality to safeguard our way of life for 

future generations. We work in local communities to ensure that lands are voluntarily protected 

for clean drinking water, recreations, tourism and farms. 

email: info@piedmontland.org / web: www.piedmontland.org / phone: (336) 691-0088 / fax: (336) 691-0044 

 

 

 

Tickets on sale now!  www.carolinatheatre.com or call 336-333-2605 


