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LANDLINES 
Piedmont Land Conservancy: Celebrating 30 Years Of Protecting Nature 

High up on the edge of the 
Blue Ridge looking over the 
Piedmont, the headwaters of 
Elkin Creek cascade down 
steep, heavily forested slopes, 
eventually finding its way             
toward the Town of Elkin and 
the Yadkin River. 
 
Now these headwaters are               
forever preserved, purchased 
by PLC from the Lassiter   
family last month.   
 
Claude Lassiter purchased 
these 241 acres along US  
Highway 21 near Stone      
Mountain State Park back in 
1925, as a safe place for his 
mother to live while he worked 
overseas for Mobile Oil. He 
always loved these forests. 
Even after he moved his family 
to California he would share stories with his young children about the beautiful trees, the views, and the 
streams on the  property.  
 
This tract, combined with an adjacent, 56-acre tract donated to PLC by the Chatham Family in 1999, creates a 
297-acre preserve that will be transferred to the Town of Elkin for permanent ownership. These properties are 
located in an area known as the Blue Ridge Escarpment, a  region of significant elevation change along the 
steep slopes leading up to the Blue Ridge.    
 
(Continued on page 10)    

Woody Faulk of Watershed NOW and Nicole DeBartolo, a former Elon Law Intern at PLC, 

crossing one of the several small streams on the property in 2018.  

 Your gift matters!                                                                   
Read about our 30th anniversary fundraising                      

celebration on page 6. 
Save The Date:                                         

Tuesday, December 1st. 

“He loved that property with all his heart.” 
One family’s dedication to the land. 
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A Note from PLC’s Director 

When Cecilia Brown called our 

office in 2008 she altered 

PLC’s approach to land            

conservation.  Living in Santa 

Barbara, CA, Cecilia had                      

inherited a property near           

Stokesdale she had never 

stepped foot on.  Serving on the 

Santa Barbara Planning Board 

and seeing how quickly that 

area was developing she wanted this newly inherited property to be 

a nature preserve.  Odd as it may sound, at the time PLC wasn’t     

really in the business of owning nature preserves.   

With Cecilia’s generous offer and a couple of incredibly devoted 

Board members who helped walk through the many zoning and   

logistical challenges, PLC launched the Knight-Brown Nature                   

Preserve.  For the past ten years, we have hosted birders, Girl 

Scouts, Boy Scouts, middle schoolers and more.  On average the 

Preserve sees between 3,000 and 5,000 visitors annually.  

This year the Preserve had nearly 5,000 visitors – in March & April 

alone!  The pandemic has created significant demand for  natural 

areas where people can get outdoors in non-crowded                                

settings.  The Knight Brown Nature Preserve is one example of 

how PLC makes these opportunities possible.  Other projects          

provide the same – Price Park, Cane Creek Natural Area, lands    

added to the four State Parks in our region and more. 

PLC remains committed to creating more 

natural spaces where local residents can 

connect with nature.  We believe that even 

post-pandemic our friends who have             

reconnected to hiking, camping, mountain 

biking or just simply playing in a river, 

aren’t going to forget it quickly.  Nature is 

good for us all. 

Thank you for supporting PLC’s work and 
making even more nature preserves possible.   
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Knight Brown 

Needs Books! 

Our preserve has a  

Little Free Library,      

that is in need of nature 

related books.  

Learn more on page 10! 
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Welcoming New Staff and Board Members 

 

 

We welcome Brianna Haferman to PLC, our first full-time                

Piedmont Legacy Trails Coordinator. 

We introduced Brianna last year as our 2019-2020 AmeriCorps                     

Service Member. We just couldn’t bear to see her go, so we are very 

grateful she has joined our staff as PLC’s first Piedmont Legacy Trails 

Coordinator! Motivated by her passion to connect people to nature, 

Brianna will be assisting with all things related to trail development, 

promotion and coordination across our region.  

She brings outstanding communications and organizational skills and 

her passion for the outdoors comes across in everything she does.                  

Brianna holds a Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she learned nature’s powerful 

impact on human well-being through her time as a horticultural               

therapy assistant at the North Carolina Botanical Garden. In addition to                   

being a trail advocate, Brianna loves backpacking everywhere, tending any garden, baking something new, 

and photographing the rest. 

We are thrilled to welcome three new members to our Board Of  

Directors. We thank them, and our entire board, for their                    

dedication to PLC. 

Mary Gill                                           

Attorney                                               

Gill Law PLLC 

Duane K. Bryant                               
Attorney                                           
Law Office of                
Duane K. Bryant 

Frankie T. Jones, Sr.                           

President & CEO 

Phoenix One, Inc. 
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The Great American Outdoors Act: Good News For All 

 
 

Piedmont Land Conservancy is pleased 

to share that the Great American               

Outdoors Act is now the law of the 

land.  The bill was signed in to law on 

August 4, 2020.  The new law contains 

full and permanent funding for the Land 

& Water Conservation Fund.  Even if 

you’ve never heard of the LWCF 

chances are you’ve benefitted from it.  

LWCF provides funding for land                 

acquisitions at National Forests,                  

Wildlife Refuges, National Parks and 

more.   

In PLC’s footprint, LWCF has helped 

add new properties to Pilot Mountain 

State Park, Guilford Courthouse                           

National Military Park, lands along the 

Blue Ridge Parkway and more.    

Beyond LWCF funding, the Great American Outdoors Act also includes dedicated funding for maintenance 

and upkeep at our nation’s beloved public lands.  

Historic Legislation Ensures More Conservation Work                

Nationwide 

About The Fund 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is America’s most important conservation 

program, responsible for protecting parks, wildlife refuges and recreation areas at the 

federal, state and local level. For 55 years, it has provided critical funding for land 

and water conservation projects, recreational construction and activities and the con-

tinued historic preservation of our nation’s iconic landmarks from coast-to-coast. 

LWCF does not use any taxpayer dollars – it is funded using a small portion of reve-

nues from offshore oil and gas royalty payments. Outdoor recreation, conservation 

and historic preservation activities contribute more than $887 billion annually to the 

U.S. economy, supporting 7.6 million jobs.  

From www.lwcfcoalition.com 

Funding from the now permanent LWCF helped PLC expand                                           

Pilot Mountain State Park in 2015. 
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The Agricultural Heritage of Alamance County 

 
 

For hundreds of years, farming has dominated Alamance 
County’s landscape, thanks to rich soils, plentiful water and 
gentle topography. In recent years, however, Alamance  
County has become increasingly attractive to families              
looking for rural neighborhoods within commuting distance 
from jobs in the Triangle and the Triad, and subdivisions are 
beginning to replace farms at faster rates.   

Recognizing the importance of agriculture for a healthy         
future, Alamance County launched an innovative strategy in 
2007 by dedicating funds each year to help fund the                 
purchase of conservation easements on qualified farms. It is 
one of only a few counties in NC and the only county in our                
region that does this. 

To fund this program, the County collects property tax money from land that is no longer engaged in farming 
and invests these funds to preserve active farms. This tax money is recovered through a process called 
“rollback taxes.”   

PLC began partnering with Alamance County in 2015 to help implement their program, and together we have 
protected six farms, totaling 556 acres. See the article about our most recent project, the Chandler Farm, on 
page 7. 

Alamance County accepts applications from interested farmers each year and applies for matching funds 
from the NC Agricultural Development and Preservation Trust Fund to cover 50% of the cost of the               
conservation easement. The County contributes 25% of the conservation easement value, and landowners 
typically donates 25%.  

PLC applauds Alamance County’s leadership and looks forward to a productive future working together! 

A Look At Innovative Leadership in Farmland Preservation 

How Does It Work? 

Active farms may apply for tax deferment through the Present Use Value program. Once farms no   

longer qualify for tax deferment due to a change in land use, they must pay three years of back taxes, 

and this is referred to as “rollback taxes.”  In 2006, Alamance County audited the 2,700 properties                

enrolled in the Present Use Value program and discovered more than 40% of the properties no longer 

qualified for deferred taxes, resulting in an increase in tax revenue for the County. A portion of this      

increased tax revenue is dedicated to farmland preservation.  

“Alamance County needs to preserve this land and make it viable for our kids and grandkids.”  

  -Frank Bell, Alamance County retired Farmer and Voluntary Agricultural District Board Member 
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Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a 

simple idea: a day that encourages people to 

do good. Over the past seven years, this idea 

has grown into a global  movement that              

inspires hundreds of millions of people to 

give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity. 

This year, to celebrate our 30th                             

anniversary, PLC is setting a $30,000 goal 

for Giving Tuesday.  

We hope you agree that this edition of              

LandLines if full of good reasons to make a 

donation to Piedmont Land Conservancy. 

But here are 4  more to consider as you plan 

your year-end giving. 

 

Four Reasons Your Gift Is Needed 

Ready to make your pledge to Giving Tuesday? Visit piedmontland.org/gt to let us know.                                     

If you like, we’ll send you a reminder on the big day. 

 The work we do together is more important than ever.                                                                         
Trails, parks and preserves are full to the brim almost daily. Our society is putting more value on safe 
outdoor spaces to walk, hike and connect with nature. With your help, we can create more of                            
these spaces.                                                

                                                                                                                                         

 Partnerships make the projects possible.                                                              
Over 30 years ago, concerned citizens gathered at a dining room table to talk about the loss of greenspace 
in their region and PLC was born. 28,000 protected acres later we still rely on that spirit of conservation 
and engagement to make the projects happen.  

 

 It’s a challenging year to celebrate 30 years of land protection.                                                               
This fall we won’t have some of our normal in-person events; no galas or large group celebrations of this 
milestone year. While we do have some fun virtual ideas coming your way, our goal for Giving Tuesday 
is to provide a great way to mark the occasion and start the work needed for 30 more years of protecting 
the nature of the Piedmont.  

 

 Your support will inspire others to give.                                                                                    
If you are reading this newsletter, chances are you make an annual gift to PLC already. By donating on 
Giving Tuesday you can help ensure our countdown to the goal will move fast and new givers will be                    
inspired to jump in.  
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Over the summer, Piedmont Land Conservancy 

completed a conservation easement on Henry 

and Loraine Chandler’s 75-acre farm in              

Alamance County. The farm has been in              

Henry’s family since 1860 and is registered as a 

Century Farm with the North Carolina              

Department of Agriculture and Consumer              

Services. 

The protections of the conservation easement   

allow Henry Chandler to achieve his long-held 

desire to keep the farm and its scenic buildings 

just as they’ve been for generations. 

The Chandler farm is the third farmland                     

protection project Piedmont Land Conservancy 

has completed in partnership with Alamance 

County and the North Carolina Farmland                 

Preservation Trust Fund, in the central part of 

Alamance County. 

In The Family Since 1860: Chandler Farm in                                     

Alamance County 

Farming For Four Generations: Wright Farm in                                

Randolph County 

Darrell and Sheela Wright both grew up on family farms in Randolph County. 

They bought their first farm together soon after they married in 1978. On July 

23, 2020, the Wrights fulfilled a long held dream of permanently                       

protecting 208 acres of their land from development by granting a                          

conservation easement to Piedmont Land Conservancy, funded by the North 

Carolina Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund.   

Wright Farms is a four-generation family farm. The land that Darrell and 

Sheela bought soon after they married was near the farm owned and operated 

by Darrell’s parents. Both of their adult sons, Jason and Josh work on the farm 

and plan to continue the family farming tradition. When Darrell’s father                    

retired from farming in 2000, Darrell and Sheela took over his dairy                          

operation. In 2011 they added a new state of the art dairy barn and currently 

milk about 225 cows. The Wrights are the main supplier of milk to Homeland 

Creamery in Guilford County. The farm also raises organic chickens for Pilgrim’s Pride.   

Long Planned Protection Completed for Two Families 

Left to right: Jonathan Lanier, Assistant General Counsel NC                    

Department of  Agriculture and Consumer Services; Henry Chandler, 

Landowner, Kalen Kingsbury, General Counsel of PLC and Brad 

Moore, Alamance County Soil and Water Conservation                                   

District Administrator.  

Darrell Wright 
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Permanent Protection Comes To One Of Our Region’s                              

Last Dairies 

Though the Coltrane family has actively farmed its land for well over 100 years, Roy Coltrane entered into the 

dairy business in 1956, starting out with only five cows. Now, under the leadership of his grandson, David 

Coltrane, the Dairy has grown to over 1,200 cows 

(600 heifers and 600 milking cows), supported by 

over 1,000 acres of adjacent agricultural land 

growing a rotation of wheat, corn, and other crops 

for silage and feed for the cows. The dairy is a 

member of a milk cooperative that includes             

producers from North Carolina, Virginia and  

Maryland.  Coltrane Dairy completely eliminated 

the use of tilling to avoid erosion, using no-till 

planting and seed drilling, and using only manure 

for fertilizer. 

Coltrane Dairy is one of the few remaining dairies 

in the region, and the preservation of this farm 

tract is an important victory in safeguarding the 

viability of Coltrane Dairy and the agricultural 

economy of northern Randolph County.  

PLC completed this project with grant funds from 

the North Carolina Agricultural Development and                  

Farmland Preservation Trust Fund and the US  

Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural                            

Conservation Easement Program. 

Safeguarding The Agricultural Economy In Randolph 

Farm owner David Coltrane and PLC’s Land Protection                        

Associate Josh Horton-Campbell  

Become a Nature Connector 

PLC’s monthly giving program, Nature Connectors, is a convenient way to make 

a significant show of support for your local land trust. Year-round support gives 

PLC regular and predictable funds, allowing us to react quickly when                 

opportunities arise. Your support will always be current--no reminders, no lapsed              

membership notices. You will always be an active, engaged supporter of local 

land conservation.  Plus, you can change, pause or stop your giving at any time. 

Visit  piedmontland.org/monthly to set up your 

monthly automatic donation.  
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Rock Rest Nature Reserve 
 

A 50 Year Commitment Becomes Permanent In                                   

Chatham County  

Alice Yeaman and Tom Marriott bought the first parcel of their land in Chatham County in 1972. Since 

then they’ve purchased additional land and have devoted much of their lives to creating a nature reserve – 

an oasis in a rapidly developing corner of Chatham County where nature rules supreme.  By donating a 

conservation easement on their 85-acre property to                  

Piedmont Land Conservancy in August 2020, Alice and 

Tom have ensured that the land they have lived on and 

loved for almost 50 years, will be maintained in its natural 

state – forever. 

Their property is located on Rock Rest Road in Chatham 

County, just south of the Alamance County line. The                 

section of the Haw River that flows near their property is 

designated as a State significant natural heritage area 

known as the Rock Rest Mafic Islands and Shore. As they 

watched the area around them change from farms and  

forests to housing tracts and golf courses, Alice and Tom 

were determined to protect their little corner of the world. 

Several years ago, Tom and Alice created a nonprofit                       

corporation known as Rock Rest Nature Reserve, to own 

their property after they are gone.  The primary purpose of 

the nonprofit is to maintain the property in its natural state, 

and to allow natural processes to take place with very little intervention by human beings, well intentioned 

or otherwise.  

Several years ago, Alice and Tom entered into a Wildlife Habitat              

Conservation Agreement prepared by the North Carolina Wildlife                   

Resources Commission to maintain important wildlife habitats for 

many species of reptiles, amphibians and small mammals.                      

Approximately 35 acres of their land, including a stream, two vernal 

pools, and a rock outcropping will be managed to maintain critical 

wildlife habitat. They don’t use any chemical herbicides and they     

manage an early successional field in order to provide habitat for              

winter migratory bird species and nesting Whip-poor-wills.  According 

to Ken Bridle, PLC’s Stewardship Director, the high pH soil provides 

for greater plant biodiversity than is typical in most of the Piedmont.  

Nature needs more champions like Tom and Alice and PLC is                        

privileged to be part of their vision for a permanent nature reserve.    

Alice Yeaman and Tom Marriott  
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The Escarpment is one of the most ecologically significant                  
landscapes in North Carolina due to the presence of extensive,              
unfragmented forests, headwaters streams, and habitat for many 
sensitive species of plants and animals. 
 
Sadly, the family was forced to sell timber on the property back in 
1993 to pay for estate taxes, but the beauty of nature is that it               
rejuvenates, and as a protected property, these forests will continue 
to recover and restore the natural habitats. A positive is that miles 
of former logging roads will be converted into scenic trails by vol-
unteers with the Elkin Valley Trails Association over the next few 
years, creating a high quality, low-impact recreation and education 
preserve for nearby residents and visitors. Historically, a part of 
this property was to become a portion of the Elkin & Alleghany 
Railroad. 
  
PLC has protected significant sections of the Blue Ridge                   
Escarpment within our service area, including the headwaters of the 
Mitchell River and the Fisher River (including Fisher Peak).  
 
PLC is grateful for donations from the Chatham Foundation, Amon 
G. Carter Foundation, PLC supporters, Conservation Trust for NC, 
and the NC Native Plant Society which made this acquisition                    
possible. 

 Help stock our Little Free Library 

A few years ago, local artist Marissa Joyce created this amazing 

Little Free Library for Knight Brown Nature  Preserve. Not  

familiar with the concept? These book-sharing kiosks, placed in 

public places around the world, allow millions of books to be 

exchanged each year, profoundly increasing access to books for 

readers of all ages and backgrounds.  

This one is focused on sharing books about nature--field guides, 

nature reflections or conservation-themed books. Want to help 

stock it by donating used or gently used nature books? Contact 

PLC's Palmer McIntyre PMcIntyre@piedmontland.org or just 

drop your books off at the preserve. 

                                                                                                           

Knight Brown Nature Preserve is located at  

221 Waterfield Ln, Stokesdale, NC 27357 and is open seven  

days a week, sunrise to sunset. 

“He loved 
that property 
with all his 
heart and I 
knew even at 
an early age 
that he did not 
want to see 
the property 
sold.  So now, 
years after his 
death, I feel 
that the                

family has finally assured that the              
property has been lovingly protected for                   
generations to come and that my dad is 
sitting in his big chair in the sky,                        
smoking a cigar, and grinning away 
knowing that no one will ever touch 
those trees again.”  
 
-Tina Edwards, daughter                                                
of Claude Lassiter 
 

Lassiter Property, Continued From Page  1 
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Franklinville Section 

Passing by the old grist mill and textile factory, the trail in Franklinville 
highlights the river's importance to industry in small town NC. The fine 

gravel trail journeys through Riverside Park, passes by Deep River                    
Fabricators, and continues into a peaceful forest. Eventually this trail will 
connect with the Ramseur section via a bridge over Sandy Creek near the 

US 64 highway bridge. Combine this great trail with Faith Rock Trail, 
which connects via the historic bridge (pictured) at the Western trailhead 

and is a Piedmont Land Conservancy protected preserve. 

Randleman Section 

With many spots to relax, picnic, and fish, the Deep River State Trail is 
a hub of recreation in the City of Randleman. Starting at the trailhead the 
wide fine gravel path can take you both up or down the river. Choose 
your adventure! The trail is 1.5 miles one way, or a total of 3 miles if 
you go out and back both directions. Check out this trail for an easy 
walk and stunning views as you explore the green and rocky banks of the   
Deep River                                                                                                                   

 

Ramseur Section  

The Deep River State Trail in Ramseur has two sections separated by the             
currently impassable Harlan Creek, where a bridge will be built in the future. 

The fine gravel trail on both sides takes you through a lovely hardwood forest 
with glimpses of the river along the way. On the eastern section of the trail you 
discover the remains of a dam, the site of the old Columbia Manufacturing Co. 

cotton mill first built in 1850. 

 

Piedmont Legacy Trails is PLC’s partnership with the Piedmont Triad 

Regional Council to advance the legacy of trails in the Piedmont Triad 

by promoting trails, connecting communities, and creating a collective 

voice for trails in our region.  

At the end of August the communities along the Deep River State Trail celebrated the installation of brand 
new signage that will make each segment of their State Trail more welcoming. With 5 miles of trail on the 
ground so far, this State Trail is becoming a fun and inviting place to get outside. Check out the three                     
sections of trail below and maybe you’ll find yourself there this Fall. 

It Is Easy To Find Your Way On Deep River State Trail  

Find the trailheads:            
West: 1306 Andrew 
Hunter Dr,                                                                                                        
Franklinville, NC 27248 

East: 435 Rising Sun Way  
Franklinville, NC 27248 

Find the trailhead:                                       

117 Presnell St.                               

Randleman, NC 27317  

Find the trailheads:  

West: 5960 US 64                   
Ramseur, NC 27316 

East: 728 Liberty Street 
Ramseur, NC 27316 
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North Carolina’s land trusts preserve land and water quality to safeguard our way of life for 

future generations. We work in local communities to ensure that lands are voluntarily protected 

for clean drinking water, recreations, tourism and farms. 
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